
FOURTH SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

A Liturgy for Small Groups,  
Families, or Individuals



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
1 John 4: 7 – 9
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him.”

Lord of Love, in ancient days you sent your prophets to teach us 
your ways. In the fullness of time you called Mary and Elizabeth to 
prepare the way for the birth of your Son. As this holy night will 
shine with the brightness of your true light, may we be prepared 
to receive its beauty and mystery. Open our hearts to greet the 
Child of Christmas with joy, love, hope, and peace. Amen.

Psalm 117
“Lord of light and hope, may all your people praise you forever. 
May all the nations praise you; may all people everywhere 
give honor to your Name. For you have compassion on 
all creation, and your faithfulness endures forever.”



One: We give you thanks, Almighty God: for all you so freely  
 give to us and to all whom you have made. We thank  
 you for all the blessings of life, and this day, above all,  
 we thank you for the coming of your Son Jesus. 
All:  We thank you, O Lord.
One:  Grant us such awareness of your joy and blessing, that 
 with truly thankful hearts we may give you praise – not 
 only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving ourselves 
 to your service, and by walking together in  
 compassion and peace all of our days. 
All: Hear us, O Lord. 
One: We offer prayers for all those with whom we share the  
 journey. We pray for our loved ones, those who have 
 been given to us and to whom we have been given.
All: (Speak names aloud)
One: We pray for those who are traveling this season,  
 and those who are not able to be with us.
All:  (speak names aloud)
One:  We pray for those who face trials and 
	 difficulty	this	day	and	this	season.
All:  (Speak names aloud)
One: We entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 
 love and care, knowing that you will do for them far   
 more than we can desire or pray for. And with all your  
 people on earth, we pray that prayer that Jesus taught  
 those he called Sisters and Brothers and friends:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



The night is far gone, the day is near. 
And so we rise with hope, 
in search of the coming Christ. 
We will sing into the silence, 
and light a candle against the darkness, 
trusting in the promise, 
in the name of the God our Creator,  
Jesus Christ our Redeemer,  
and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer. 
Amen.
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