
 

 

You may unsubscribe, or subscribe to this monthly update by sending an email to green@gostandrew.com 

Update June, 2022 

We have a great deal going on this summer.  While we are not meeting as a large group, committees are 
meeting to work on much of what's listed below.   

 Earth Keepers’ Summer Campaign:  Plastics Challenge 

The Plastics Free Challenge is Earth Keepers’ big campaign this summer.  Please sign up for the 
challenge.  The focus is on the big four culprits of single use plastics:  grocery/produce bags, 

disposable water bottles, plastic straws and carry out cups (plastic lined).   
 
Once you’ve taken the challenge, let us know at green@gostandrew.com so we can add your savings to 
the tally we will be keeping of single use plastics avoided during the campaign.  We’d like to report our 
successes to church in September, so please sign up today! 
 
Everyone can participate at their own comfort level.  Please encourage your friends and family to get 
involved, too, and to let us know they’ve taken the challenge.  
 
Volunteers needed:  We will have a fun plastics quiz in the Atrium and Fellowship Hall between 
services on Sunday, July 3, 10 and 17th.  Sign up to help on one of these days by contacting campaign 
leader Beth Oltman at betholtmancandles@comcast.net 
 
  

Water in the News 

Cynthia Reiner presented a terrific talk on June 5th about water in the west as part of the United Women 
in Faith’s luncheon.  She covered the history and complexity of water rights, current water shortages, 
the need to conserve, and compacts that affect Colorado water.  We hope that a reprise of this lecture 
will be possible in the future.  We’ll keep you posted. 

Douglas County Commissioners have backed off a plan to purchase and move water from the parched 
San Luis Valley to Highlands Ranch.  An excellent backgrounder on the issue is here (thanks, Steve 
O’Neal).   The Earth Keepers Subcommittee working on this sent a letter of thanks to the County 
Commissioners, urging them to do more to conserve water, signed by Subcommittee co-chairs Nancy 
Soo and Jannette McLaughlin, and members Kathy Kilmer and Peter Van Arsdale.  

Climate Café 

A small group of St. A folks, several of them staff members, participated in a climate café in early 
June.  It was facilitated by St. A member Laura Dravenstott and Susan Harmon.  We hope to make these 

mailto:green@gostandrew.com
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/
mailto:green@gostandrew.com
mailto:betholtmancandles@comcast.net
https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/fresh-water-news/douglas-county-says-no-to-developers-san-luis-valley-water-export-proposal/


small, confidential groups that focus on eco-grief available on a monthly basis if the need is 
there.  Please email katekilmer@gmail.com if you are interested in attending a climate café.    

 

Composting at St. Andrew 

While we still lack facilities for composting, Earth Keepers has begun to compost materials and left overs 
from large events at our church by bringing them home to compost commercially.  This is a short-term 
solution to a long-term challenge.  We did this for the choir potluck in May and the United Women in 
Faith potluck in June.  The next event is the Youth Kick-off at the end of August, and we are working with 
staff to make trash from the event compostable. Can you help? Please email Kathy Kilmer if you can help 
in the short term or long term. 
 
Our efforts took a huge stride forward when United Women in Faith/Earth Keeper member Linda Lloyd 
led the effort to use compostables at all future church receptions.  
 

Our Fall Potluck 

We are still seeking someone to lead this event, which is not yet scheduled, but will likely take place in 
September after Labor Day.  Please email katekilmer@gmail.com if you can do this.    

 

Book Study 
Kathy Kilmer will lead a study of All We Can Save:  Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate 
Crisis this fall on Monday evenings (9/12-11/14).  This study option will be listed in the Adult Education 
offerings in the fall.  If you are interested, please let Kathy know so she can save you a seat.   

Named one of the best books of the year by Smithsonian Magazine, All We Can Save will expand your 
understanding of the causes and consequences of climate change.  While the authors and editors of this 
book are women, its message is universal.  All are invited and all are welcome.  

 

Steps to Reduce Your Carbon Footprint 

The Education Committee will meet in June to talk about Plastic Free July events and discuss whether 
and how to roll out a series of short classes on how to reduce your climate footprint.  If you would like 
to be part of this discussion but are not on the Educ Committee, please email katekilmer@gmail.com. 
 

 Earth Keepers Website 

Watch for a big refresh this summer of gostandrew.com/green, thanks to Lexie Banbury and the 
Communications Committee! 
 

 St. A Library 
Check out our church library for books about climate change, ready to borrow soon.    
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